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Background

Recycling of urine and faeces is a way of ensuring a more sustainable way of handling sewage and at the
same time taking the nutrients back to farming land. The idea is that urine and faeces are separated at
the source. Afterwards, the nutrients can be used in farming. In the attempt to develop a recycling
technology for urine and faeces focus has primarily been on getting an understanding of the technical
barriers and possibilities. User surveys and historical studies however show that social and cultural
aspects, such as toilet cultures, habits and discourses about hygiene and cleanliness are important
elements. There is therefore a need for a greater understanding of what kind of social and cultural
aspects that are important to consider in relation to our toilets and bathrooms. Besides, it is important
to understand the impact that these aspects have on the possibility of implementing a technology for
recycling urine and faeces.

Objective

The aim of this project is firstly to describe, the social and cultural aspects integrated in our toilets and
bathrooms and the daily use of these. Secondly, it is to evaluate how these aspects affect the possibility
of changing the present way of handling urine and faeces.

The theory is mainly inspired by a practice-oriented approach that bridges betweeen theories of
practice, consumption and Science of Technology and Society (STS). Here, focus is on understanding
dynamics of change within sociotechnical systems and ordinary practices. The method is based on a
literature review regarding the historical development of bathrooms, a review of the Danish dwelling
magazine called Bo Bedre, observations in relation to the present publicity of bathrooms and qualitative
interviews. The empirical focus is on bathrooms and toilets seen in an everyday life perspective.

Progress - 2006

I have handed in the thesis in June and I am now preparing for the defence. The two last articles have
been sent to journals and I am waiting for the response of the reviewers. There will be some revisions
on the last two articles, when I get the comments of the reviewers.
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Time schedule details (dec. 2002 — juni 2007)
Total period of leave: I was on a maternity leave in 2006

Total period of extra employment on PhD project: Has been delayed 6 months.
Date of submission of thesis: 18" of June 2007

Date for defence: 24" of October 2007


http://orgprints.org/9176/
http://orgprints.org/9176/
http://orgprints.org/5826/
http://orgprints.org/5822/
http://orgprints.org/5824/
http://orgprints.org/5825/
http://orgprints.org/3298/
http://orgprints.org/3299/
http://orgprints.org/3299/
http://orgprints.org/3300/
http://orgprints.org/3271/
http://orgprints.org/5823/
http://orgprints.org/3407/
http://orgprints.org/3407/

	Background 
	Progress - 2006 
	Publications 

