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Background 
The Danish rules in 1999 stipulate that at least 85% of the energy feed per cow per day should be 
organic. However, the basic idea of The Danish Organic Farming Organisation is to aim at a 
level of 100% organic feed in the ration. Furthermore, the basic idea of organic farming is to 
supply the livestock on a farm with feed from locally grown crops. However, with a 100% 
organic ration, based on typical, home grown products (clover grass pasture and silage, whole 
crop silage and barley), it will be difficult to meet the requirements for the nutrients: especially 
bulk content, starch, AAT and fatty acids. 
 
Objective 
The objective of the project is to examine the consequences for the whole farm of a milk 
production based on 100% home grown organic feed and clarify the importance to feed supply 
and milk production of the cow.  

On the background of data from 7 case study farms and experiments on private organic dairy 
farms, the project focuses on 
• to identify what is the most critical to be self-sufficient with feed on the farm 
• production experiments with different 100% organic diets, including different types of 

supplements, to examine the effect on milk production 
• analyse the consequences for the whole farm of a milk production based on 100% home 

grown organic feed - on the basis of a model scenario, using case study data as input 
 
Progress 2003: 
• Case studies on the 7 case study farms 
• Publicising the results from the experiments 
• A questionnaire survey involving advisers in organic dairy production in Denmark regarding 

practising 100% organic feeding 
• Model scenario for analysing the consequences for the whole farm of a milk production 

based on 100% home grown organic feed - using results from the experiments and case study 
data as input 
 



Plans – 2004: 
• Finishing the model scenarios 
• Writing the thesis including 3 articles (experiments), 1 chapter from a DARCOF report 

(organic farmers are interviewed about their attitudes to 100% organic feeding), and 1 
manuscript (model scenario) 
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(* = included in the thesis) 
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